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The mission of Capital Area School for the Arts Charter School is
to provide students with a rich, rigorous arts-infused high school

program that enables them to succeed in college and careers.
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CAPITAL REGION ARTS & EDUCATION
The mission of Capital Region Arts and Education is to provide
educational opportunities for students and adults in the Capital
Region of Central Pennsylvania by offering high quality multi-
disciplinary arts instruction, other educational instruction,
professional development and related education activities. As
the founding organization of Capital Area School for the Arts
Charter School (CASA), CRAE conducts fundraising on behalf of
CASA to close the gap between state funding and the budgetary

requirements to operate the school.



On August 25, 2013, Capital Area School for the Arts Charter School (CASA
Charter School) began its inaugural year as a full-time arts education charter
high school. CASA Charter School welcomed 135 full-time accepted students

to study one of six disciplines: creative writing, dance, film and video, music,
theatre, and visual art. The excitement associated with opening the school gave
parents, teachers and our community the opportunity to reflect on our past,
where we are today and the promising future that was in front of us for CASA
Charter School.

Capital Area School for the Arts (CASA) was founded in 2001 through a
partnership between the Capital Area Intermediate Unit and Open Stage of
Harrisburg. The school provided a part-time arts education program to students
throughout central Pennsylvania. The original goal of the school was to provide
a place where high school students could further their arts education by
supplementing their high school day in their home school district.

In 2001 nearly all participating school districts provided financial supportin the
form of tuition for their students to attend CASA; however, by 2012 only three

of the twenty-four school districts represented with students attending CASA
covered full tuition for their students. As a result of students being unable to
afford the tuition and their school districts inability to pay, the number of students
attending CASA began to decrease.

With the needs of our talented youth in mind and recognizing the importance
of student access to an arts education, in May 2013, Capital Region Arts and
Education (CRAE) was formed as a 501(c)(3) to apply to become a full-time
Charter School. As of July 16, 2013, the Pennsylvania Department of Education
awarded charter school status to Capital Region Arts and Education allowing
for Capital Area School for the Arts Charter School (CASA Charter School) to
open. In addition to the success in receiving charter school status, CRAE is
instrumental in developing the financial resources required to cover the gap of
dollars received from the students’ home school districts. These funds are used
to supplement the academic, cultural and activity programs of CASA Charter
School by underwriting experiences that enrich and enhance the lives of the
young people in the twenty-eight Pennsylvania school districts represented by
students attending CASA Charter School.



No other school in our region is able to offer the
same education that CASA Charter School began
offering in the 2013-2014 school year. Not only do
students master and hone their artistic expertise,
they also receive a well-rounded standards-
based education. Only the best teachers with
Pennsylvania teaching certificates have been
hired in order to ensure that the students are
prepared for the future as they continue their
education upon graduation.

On June 5, 2014, nineteen students along with
their families, teachers and friends celebrated
the first graduating class of CASA Charter
School. Graduates from our first graduating class
have gone on to New York University, Otterbein
University, Penn State University, Kutztown
University, Harrisburg Area Community College,
among many others.

CASA Charter School is a model of innovative
and vibrant curriculum that engages students
in learning and enhances their creative talents
to determine a career path and future role in
society. Using the city of Harrisburg and the
capital area as a “classroom” for architectural,
governmental and community resources,
imaginative students can create great art. By
inspiring an academic and artistic atmosphere,
the region’s most talented students will thrive.
Graduates will master defined skills that will
enable them to be productive, self-directed
lifelong learners who appreciate and respect
diversity.

CASA Charter School has a bright future. Student
enrollment increased to 180 students for the
2014-2015 school year representing twenty-eight
different school districts. With the growth in
enrollment, CASA Charter School also added
additional Mathematics and English teachers.

In addition to engaged students, faculty and
administration, our parents have formed a parent
teacher organization. The partnership between
students, parents, faculty, administration and

our Board of Trustees is assisting our school in



achieving our mission —to provide students with a rich, rigorous arts-infused
high school program that enables them to succeed in college and careers.

The end of year performance, recently renamed CASA Live!, is an exciting
tradition that began with CASA and is continuing at CASA Charter School. The
performance is scheduled for May 21, 2015 at Whitaker Center. CASA Live!is a
one-night, all-original performance that is a shining example of the benefit of a
CASA Charter School education.

Work begins on the end of year performance during the first week of school
followed by weekly integrated arts sessions. Six art forms collaborate to
discover a theme and in the process develop an appreciation for the various
disciplines: dance, theatre, music, film and video, visual art, and creative writing.
Over the course of nine months, 180 students break into small groups consisting
of a mix of these disciplines to discuss and create scenes that later develop into
fully-realized components of the performance.

The result? An artistic rendering of a theme more closely related to performance
art than a high school musical or narrative play. More importantly, students
learn the art of working together — all the highs and lows of collaboration — that
culminates in an original, crowd-pleasing performance.

Thanks to community leaders, engaged parents, dedicated teachers and
administrators and most importantly talented, passionate students, Capital Area
School for the Arts Charter School will be the significant and innovative provider of
multidisciplinary arts and academic education to creative students, will attract the
most talented and motivated students and be a model for 21st century learning.

Audrey Sanders David B. Skerpon Timothy R. Wendling
Chair, Board of Directors President, Board of Trustees CEO/Principal
CRAE CASA Charter School CASA Charter School
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“The Creative
Writing Program
assists us with
finding our inner voice.

Imagination, creativity and hard
work leads us to success. The
publishing opportunities and
screenplay writing are some of

the highlights of the program.”
-CASA authors

dance

CASA Student Insights...

"The CASA Dance
Program sparks the
quest for knowledge

of dance history,
personal self-expression and
the study of dance technique.
It instills us with timeless
experiences that will prepare
us for college and other future
endeavors.” -CASA dancers

“The Film and Video
Program at CASA
allows us to explore
our passion daily.
There is no other place where
we can work with high quality
video equipment, be taught the
skills and techniques used to
develop great films and be able to
use the city of Harrisburg as our
classroom. Students are able to
express themselves freely while
studying their passion. That kind
of opportunity is priceless.”
-CASA filmmakers

“The Music Program

at CASA is unique
because of its

collaborative workshops

and theory lessons in preparation for
a strong career in the music business.
We also grasp musical concepts that
enhance improvisation and spark
creativity. This program distinctly
follows CASA's motto “Create
Yourself” because it helps you grow
immensely, not only as a musician but
as a person.” -CASA musicians

“The Theatre
Program thrives

with an exceedingly

creative and vibrant

atmosphere that fosters imagination,
out of the box thinking, diversity,
innovation and artistic expression.
Everyone adds an idiosyncratic mark
to the message that we are trying

to convey. To us, CASA is notjusta
school; it's a family.” -CASA actors

#7 “The Visual Art
5‘ Program at CASA
~ provides us with
a safe environment
where we can learn new
techniques and hone our skills.
At CASA, we are provided with
opportunities that expand our
repertoire, strengthen us as
artists and assist us in thinking
outside the box.” -CASA artists




One of the most important goals of the CASA curriculum is to help
students develop their talents and prepare for further education
through coursework, portfolios and performances.

More than 90% of CASA graduates are accepted into some of the
most prestigious colleges, universities and conservatories in the
nation. Many graduates receive generous talent scholarships and
grants to help them reach their educational and artistic goals.

American Academy of Dramatic Arts,
New York and Los Angeles

American Musical and Dramatic Academy,
Los Angeles

American University

Arcadia University

Art Institute of Chicago

Art Institute of Pittsburgh

Berklee College of Music

Boston Conservatory

Boston University

Brigham Young University

Carnegie Mellon University

DeSales University

Drexel University

Duquesne University

Eastern University

Edinboro University of Pennsylvania

Elon University

Fashion Institute of Technology

Fordham University

Grove City College

Harrisburg Area Community College

Hartwick College

Harvard University

Hollins University

Houghton University

Juniata College

Kutztown University

Lebanon Valley College

Manhattanville College

Maryland Institute College of Art

Marymount Manhattan

Messiah College

Millersville University

Montclair State University

Moore College of Art and Design

Muhlenburg College

Musicians Institute College of
Contemporary Music

New York University, Tisch School of the
Arts/Steinhardt School

North Carolina School of the Arts

Oberlin College

Oral Roberts University

Penn State University, Main Campus/
Altoona Campus

Pennsylvania College of Art and Design

Philadelphia Art Institute

Point Park University

Pratt Institute

Rutgers University, Mason Gross School of
the Arts

Savannah School of Art and Design

Seton Hill University

Shippensbhurg University

Susquehanna University

Syracuse University

Temple University, Tyler School of Art/
School of Media and Communications/
Division ofTheater, Film and Media Arts

University of Pittsburgh

University of St. Andrews (Scotland)

University of the Arts



CASA Charter School

2014-2015 Approved Operating Budget
(July 1,2014 - June 30, 2015)

Income

School District Receipts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $1,785,494
Private Donations. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... $229,717
Food Service Revenue . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... $14,500
Totallncome . . . . . . . . . .. ... ..... $2,029,711

M School District Receipts
M Private Donations
™ Food Service Revenue

Expenses

Salaries & Benefits. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... $1,301,787
Facility Rental & Operation. . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... $360,648
Educational & Teaching Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $302,596
Administrative Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... $40,280
Food Service Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... $24,400
Total Expenses. . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... $2,029,711

2%

M Salaries & Benefits

M Facility Rental & Operation

¥ Educational & Teaching Expenses
M Administrative Expenses

™ Food Service Expenses




A special thanks to the donors who supported CASA Charter School during its inaugural year!

$100,000 & Above
Alexander Grass Foundation

$20,000 - $99,999
William & Virginia Brody Fund
Lois Lehrman Grass Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999

Mid Penn Bank

Sylvie & Gary St. Hilaire

The Franklin H. & Ruth L. Wells
Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999

Lois Lehrman Grass

Karen & Kenneth Lehman
Audrey & Phil Sanders

Chris Baldrige & David Skerpon
David Volkman

$500 - $999

Capital Area Intermediate Unit
Latsha Davis Yohe & McKenna PC
Bebe Mullaugh & Jeff Lynch
Kathy & David McCorkle

Shawn Scott & Alicia McDonald
Kristin Scofield

Strawberry Square Associates
Tanner of Pennsylvania

$100 - $499

Marion & William Alexander
Dorothy & William Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Backon
Karen S. Ball

Sherry E. Baskin

BDO USA LLP

Benjamin Roberts Office Interiors
Janice Black

Wendy Body

Mark Bradshaw

Brian Bucciarelli

Sharon Ryan & Patricia Bucek
Ed Castelli

Central Pennsylvania Youth
Ballet

Carole Yon & Don Coffee
David Colestock

Beth Cornell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crobak
Alison Crouse

Donna Curanzy-Seltzer

The Dancer’s Pointe

Anne Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Davis Jr.
Brian Griffith & Clifford Dellinger
Diversified Design

Mr. & Mrs. David Dunbar

Jim Cowden & Keith Edwards

Mr. & Mrs. James Eisenstein
Gale Ellenberger

Farrar Morrow, LTD

Flavors, Etc

Jill Morrow & Frank Fleishman
Brad Forman

Sean Galloway

Mr. & Mrs. James Gates

Teri Guerrisi & Jeff Gingerich
Michael Greenwald

Crystal Hackett

Jane Hawley

Hershey Entertainment & Resorts
Company

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Holbrook
Ellen & Nick Hughes

Betty Hungerford

Mr. & Mrs. A. Jeffrey Koone
Jewish Community Foundation of
Central Pennsylvania

David Herman & Rabbi Peter
Kessler

Marian Klepser

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Klingborg
Beverlee & Bill Lehr

Brandi Manna

Market Square Concerts
Harold McInnes

Kristen Olewine & Denis Milke
Phyllis & James Mooney
Cindy & Perry Mortzfeldt

Sheri & Glenn Naser

Steven Neiman

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Neusbaum
Wayne Ogorzalek

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Perosa
Elise Burgin & Alicia Pigott
Pyramid Construction Services
Shelley Winer-Remmel & David
Remmel

Frank Coleman & Richard Rosen
Cheryl Rudawski

Gregg Skerpon

Alyce & Morton Spector

Lee Spitalny

Steve Perrault & John “Ski”
Sygielski

Mary Webber & Timothy Weston
Martha White

Keegan Wicks

Dr. and Dr. Glenn Zehner

$1-$99

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Austin

Lisa Brittingham

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brownback
Mr. & Mrs. Will Brownback

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bruno
Vicki & Michael Chambers

Patricia Conner

Donna Davis

Mr. & Mrs. John Dolan

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Doss

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Dubov
Kimberly Frey

Ms. Claire M. Mulry and Ms.
Holly L. Hardaway

Perrise Hatcher

Constance Henry

Mandavi Hernandez

Diana Holmes

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Holt

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Hoover
Mr. & Mrs. David John
James Kincaid

Andrea Koretz

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Clint Lyons
Kathleen Wildauer & Thomas
MacDonald

Chantel Maffettone

Mr. & Mrs. James McElhenie
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Miller
Laura Mowery

Mr. & Mrs. John Mull
Christy & Joseph Pavlakovich
Tracy Reed

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Reese

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rigling
Laura Schenbrenner

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schwartz
Shaull Elementary School
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Shiraki

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Shughart
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Sisco
Mrs. M. David Smeltz
William Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffry Starsinic
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stewart
Cindy & Thomas Stone

Brian Sweeney

Kathryn Thomas

Kelly Thomas

Caryn Watson

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Weinstock
Michelle Wrightstone
Joseph Youch

The donors on this page
represent gifts to CASA from
July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014.
Every effort was made to
correctly recognize all our
generous donors. If there are
any inaccuracies or omissions,
please call the CASA Charter
School office at 717.732.8450.



Crae

CAPITAL REGION ARTS & EDUCATION

Capital Region Arts and Education
Board of Directors
2014-2015

Audrey Sanders, Chair
Elizabeth Mullaugh, Vice Chair
Sean Galloway, Treasurer
Michaelean Crimmins, Secretary
Rachel Bottomstone

Lois Lehrman Grass

Andrew Guth

David Herman

Sylvie St. Hilaire

David Volkman

Glenn Zehner

Capital Area School for the Arts
Charter School

Capital Area School for the Arts
Board of Trustees
2014-2015

David Skerpon, President
Elizabeth Mullaugh, Vice President
Sean Galloway, Treasurer
David Herman, Secretary
Victoria Chambers

Lois Lehrman Grass
Perrise Hatcher

Christine Pavlakovich
Audrey Sanders

Caryn Watson

Glenn Zehner

Timothy Wendling, Principal, ex officio

CASA Administration

Timothy Wendling
CEQ and Principal

Sue Hill

Assistant to the Principal
Lynda Hess-Moore
Administrative Assistant

Christine Baker
School Counselor

Barbara Bradigan
School Nurse

Elizabeth Gnazzo
Cafeteria Aide

CASA Faculty

Chelsea Audet, English
Rosemary Battista, Dance

T. J. Boyer, Music

Jessica Christ, Mathematics
Diana Cole, Science

Kimberly Frey, Mathematics
Renata Kagle, Visual Art

Erica Leonard, Social Studies
Kenna Ryder, English

Julie Segarra, Special Education
Caleb Smith, Film & Video

Ann Stewart, Creative Writing Guest Artist
Lisa Weitzman, Theatre



Donations to support CASA Charter
School may be made to Capital Region
Arts and Education (CRAE) and sent to
the address listed below. Capital Region
Arts and Education (CRAE) is a non-profit
entity created to provide consistent
funding through philanthropy to the
school. Your gift is tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law and will help our
students realize their full potential during
the academic year.
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Capital Region Arts & Education
The Foundation for

Enhancing Communities

200 North Third Street, Eighth Floor
Post Office Box 678

Harrisburg, PA 17108

Capital Area School for the Arts
Charter School

CASA Charter School
150 Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17101
717.732.8450
www.casa-arts.org




