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ionThe mission of Capital Area School for the Arts Charter School is 

to provide students with a rich, rigorous arts-infused high school 

program that enables them to succeed in college and careers.

The mission of Capital Region Arts and Education is to provide 

educational opportunities for students and adults in the Capital 

Region of Central Pennsylvania by offering high quality multi-

disciplinary arts instruction, other educational instruction, 

professional development and related education activities. As 

the founding organization of Capital Area School for the Arts 

Charter School (CASA), CRAE conducts fundraising on behalf of 

CASA to close the gap between state funding and the budgetary 

requirements to operate the school.

Capital Area School for the Arts 
Charter School (CASA Charter School) 
is Central Pennsylvania’s premiere 
high school for arts education. CASA 
Charter School accepts students 
based on an audition for entry into 
one of six artistic disciplines: creative 
writing, dance, film and video, music, 
theatre and visual art. Increases in 
both applications and enrollment over 
the last two years reflect the high 
demand for this unique educational opportunity. Since opening in 2013, CASA Charter 
School has become a hub of creative and academic talent in our region.

In its first two years, CASA Charter School has enjoyed many great successes. 
Student work has been and continues to be featured in many public venues including 
local galleries, Midtown Cinema and TheBurg monthly magazine. CASA students 
continue to win awards for their artistic endeavors. In Spring 2015, CASA added a 
musical to the lineup of annual performances which include a mid-year showcase 
and an end-of-year performance written and created by the students themselves. 
The school’s first musical Into the Woods featured a cast that included students who 
were accepted into theatre programs at New York University and Atlantic Acting 
School.

Since its inception, CASA Charter School’s faculty, staff and Board of Trustees have 
prioritized creation and maintenance of a rigorous academic curriculum. Efforts to 
create an academic program that matches or exceeds those offered by surrounding 
school districts have proven to be fruitful. For academic year 2014-2015, 11th grade test 
scores – the only scores counted by the Pennsylvania Department of Education – were 
among the best in Central Pennsylvania. With a School Performance Profile (SPP) 
score of 86.0, CASA Charter School ranked in the top tier of schools in the region.

In recognition of its innovative academic programs, CASA Charter School received 
grants in 2015 to fund the expansion of the biology curriculum from The Foundation 
for Enhancing Communities via its Whitaker Fund for Math and Science Education 
and from the Franklin H. and Ruth L. Wells Foundation. These grants allow for 
increased student engagement, critical thinking skills and overall interest in real-life 
science problems.

CASA Charter School is home for over 185 students, who are learning, exploring and 
thriving every day. CASA is truly a place where our students can create themselves.

Thank you for your continued support.

Audrey Sanders Elizabeth Mullaugh Timothy Wendling 
President, Board of Directors President, Board of Trustees CEO/Principal 
CRAE CASA Charter School CASA Charter School
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Bermudian Springs 1
Big Spring 6
Camp Hill 3
Carlisle 1
Central Dauphin 31
Cumberland Valley 7
Derry Township 4
Donegal 1

East Pennsboro 7
Elizabethtown 4
Greenwood 2
Halifax 3
Harrisburg 29
Juniata 1
Line Mountain 1
Lower Dauphin 14
Mechanicsburg 9
Middletown 6

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

2015-16
2014-15

2013-14

12
11
10
9

enrollment

Norhtern Lebanon 3
Norhtern York 4
Palmyra 3
South Middleton 8
Stellton-Highspire 5
Susquehanna 8
Susquenita 5
Upper Adams 1
West Perry 3
West Shore 16

Talented youth come  
from all over the region  
to attend CASA!

Enrollment by Grade
Grade 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16
9 39 45 42
10 38 46 46
11 37 43 46
12 19 42 51
Total 133 176 185

Advanced Placement Exam Results

76% of CASA AP test takers scored a 3 or better on the exam, which qualifies them to 
receive college credit for those courses. In comparison, only 68% of AP exam testers in 
the state of PA scored 3 or better. CASA students outperformed the state by 8%.

(This data and chart are provided by The College Board.)

School Performance Profile (SPP)
The Pennsylvania Department of Education has published School Performance Profiles 
for the 2014-2015 school year. CASA Charter School Building Level Academic Score is 86! 
This score places CASA as one of the top-scoring charter schools in the Commonwealth 
and ranks the school higher than many area public high schools.

“When running a comparative analysis of where CASA Charter 
School falls in the range of SPP scores of high schools in central 
PA, CASA Charter School can take great pride in its effort.”

Dr. David W. Volkman 
Executive Deputy Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Education, Office of the Secretary

academic benchmarks
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The pass rate for CASA grade 11 testers  
improved 19.7% for Algebra, 17.2% for Bio.
and 10.0% for Lit. from 2014 to 2015.

Keystone Exam Results
The 2015 Keystone Exam results validate CASA’s investment to transition from online courses 
to live-taught courses in the 2014-2015 school year.

CASA testers outperformed PA testers on all 
three tests in 2015.
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One of the most important goals of the CASA curriculum is to help students 
develop their talents and prepare for further education through coursework, 
portfolios and performances.

More than 90% of CASA graduates are accepted into some of the most prestigious 
colleges, universities and conservatories in the nation. Many graduates receive 
generous talent scholarships and grants to help them reach their educational 
and artistic goals.

Schools CASA graduates have attended since 2002
Atlantic Acting School
American Academy of Dramatic Arts, New 

York and Los Angeles
American Musical and Dramatic Academy, 

Los Angeles
American University
Arcadia University
Art Institute of Chicago
Art Institute of Pittsburgh
Berklee College of Music
Boston Conservatory
Boston University
Brigham Young University
California University of Pennsylvania
Carnegie Mellon University
Chatham University
DeSales University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Eastern University
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Elon University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fordham University
Grove City College
Harrisburg Area Community College
Hartwick College
Harvard University
Hofstra University
Hollins University
Houghton University
Howard University
Juniata College
Kutztown University
Lebanon Valley College
Manhattanville College
Maryland Institute College of Art

Marymount Manhattan
Messiah College
Millersville University
Montclair State University
Moore College of Art and Design
Muhlenburg College
Murray State University
Musicians Institute College of 

Contemporary Music
New York University, Tisch School of the 

Arts/Steinhardt School
North Carolina School of the Arts
Oberlin College
Oral Roberts University
Penn State University, Main Campus/

Altoona Campus
Pennsylvania College of Art and Design
Philadelphia Art Institute
Pittsburgh Technical Institute
Point Park University
Pratt Institute
Rutgers University, Mason Gross School of 

the Arts
Savannah School of Art and Design
Seton Hill University
Shippensburg University
Slippery Rock University
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Temple University, Tyler School of Art/

School of Media and Communications/
Division of Theater, Film and Media Arts

United States Air Force
University of Pittsburgh
University of St. Andrews (Scotland)
University of the Arts
York College

colleges & universities revenue & expense comparison
Fiscal Year 2015 actual (unaudited)- Fiscal Year 2016 budget

Fiscal Year 2015 (July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015) | Fiscal Year 2016 (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016)

The graphs below compare actual (unaudited) revenue and expenses for fiscal year 2015 to 
budgeted revenue and expenses for fiscal year 2016. The 8% increase in expenses needs to 
be offset by a significant increase in private funds due to school district receipts remaining 
virtually unchanged (2% increase). The increase in salaries and benefits totals 16%, evidence 
of CASA Charter School’s commitment to maintaining a rigorous academic curriculum.

School District 
Receipts

   Private Funds  Food Service
Revenue

  Special Event 
Revenue

Revenue Comparison

FY2015 Actual

FY2016 Budget

$1,824,342

$1,863,983

$378,071

$466,778

$1,880

$7,500

$10,624

$30,000

FY2016 Budget
FY2015 Actual (Unaudited)   

Expense Comparison

FY2016 Budget
FY2015 Actual (Unaudited)   

   Salaries &
Benefits

     

FY2015 Actual

FY2016 Budget

$1,367,656

$1,593,165

Facilty Rental
& Operation
$360,770

$377,068

Educational &
Teaching Exp.

$304,214

 $308,211

Admin.
Expenses
$110,500

$47,042

Food 
Service
$21,100

$12,775

School‐sponsored
Student Activities

$34,793

$30,000
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Capital BlueCross
Mid Penn Bank
United Concordia
Susquehanna Bank

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS

$10,000 - $99,000
Alexander Grass Foundation
Lois Lehrman Grass 

Foundation
Harrisburg Public Schools 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William Lehr, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gary D. St. Hilaire
The Whitaker Fund for Math & 

Science

$1,000 - $9,999
Capital BlueCross
William & Virginia Brody Fund
Mr. Richard J. Carlino
Thelma I. & Albert E. Herre 

Fund
Mrs. Lois Lehrman Grass
Benjamin Olewine, III 

Charitable Lead Annuity 
Trust #8

Pyramid Construction 
Services, Inc.

Ms. Kristin M. Scofield
Joseph T. & Helen M. Simpson 

Foundation
Mr. David B. Skerpon &  

Mr. Christopher W. Baldrige
Dr. David W. Volkman

$500 - $999
Ms. Janice R. Black
Conte Wealth Advisors, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. James Eisenstein
Ms. Elizabeth P. Mullaugh Esq. 

& Mr. Jeffrey Lynch
Mr. Steven H. Neiman
Premier Wealth Management
Mr. & Mrs. P. M. Sanders
Tanner of PA Inc

$100 - $499
Dr. & Mrs. William Anderson
BDO USA LLP
Ms. Rachel Bottomstone
Mr. Mark A. Bradshaw
Mr. Gilbert J. Brown
Mr. Ronald Burrage &  

Mr. Donnie McGovern
Mr. Ed J. Castelli
Ms. Charlotte S. Cole &  

Mr. David L. Cook
Ms. Beth L. Cornell
Mr. James L. Cowden
Ms. Michaelean Crimmins
Ms. Alison Crouse
Cultural Enrichment Fund
Mrs. Anne S. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond J. Davis Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Dettorre
Mr. Stephen A. Dorko
Ms. Laura Dugan
Mr. Ben Dunlap, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth P. Fenical
Mr. Sean D. Galloway
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gates
Mr. Michael L. Greenwald
Mr. F.W. Gregory Jr.
Mrs. Teri Guerrisi
The Hall Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel S. Hayward
Hershey Entertainment & 

Resorts Company
Mr. David Herman &  

Rabbi Peter Kessler
Ms. Sue Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Holbrook
Ms. Betty C. Hungerford
Jan-Pro of Harrisburg &  

South Central PA
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Kantor
Ms. Connie R. Kindler
Mr. Thomas E. Knisely
Mr. Stuart Landon
Mr. Richard Lanning
Mr. Patrick T. Lauzon
Ms. Linda Mansfield
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Margolis
Mr. Harold A. McInnes
Ms. Kristen Olewine Milke
Ryan Lee Mohn Memorial 

Foundation

Ms. Jill Morrow &  
Mr. Frank Fleishman

Mr. & Mrs. Perry L. Mortzfeldt
Dr. William M. Murray, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Alan T. Neusbaum
Mr. Steve Perrault
PinnacleHealth System
Premier Wealth Management
Ms. Anessa D. Renn
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Leon L. Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Rigling
Ms. Cheryl L. Rudawski
Dr. Patricia B. Sanker
Ms. Donna Curanzy-Seltzer
Ms. Julie Sherman &  

Mr. Martin M. Rogoff
Mr. Morton Spector
Strawberry Square 

Associates
The Dancer’s Pointe
Ms. Carol A. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Trach
Temple University
Mr. Timothy R. Wendling
Yacink, Inc.
Dr. & Dr. Glenn W. Zehner

$1 - $99
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Chambers
Ms. Margaret A. Coyne
Ms. Perrise Hatcher
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Leonard
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. 

Pavlakovich
Mr. Peter Sirotin &  

Ms. Ya-Ting Chang
United Way  

of the Capital Region
Ms. Caryn Watson

Special thanks to the donors who supported CASA Charter School last year!

The donors on this page 
represent gifts to CASA from 
July 1, 2014-August 31, 2015. 
Every effort was made to 
correctly recognize all our 
generous donors. If there are 
any inaccuracies or omissions, 
please call the CASA Charter 
School office at 717.732.8450.

Capital Region Arts and Education
Board of Directors
2015-2016

Audrey Sanders, Chair
Sylvie St. Hilaire, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Mullaugh, Treasurer
Michaelean Crimmins, Secretary
Rachel Bottomstone
Sean Galloway
Lois Lehrman Grass
Andrew Guth
David Herman
David Skerpon
David Volkman
Megan Weber
Glenn Zehner

Capital Area School for the Arts
Board of Trustees
2015-2016

Elizabeth Mullaugh, President 
David Herman, Vice President
Sean Galloway, Treasurer
David Skerpon, Secretary
Frank Fleishman
Perrise Hatcher
Connie Kindler
Christine Pavlakovich
Audrey Sanders
Caryn Watson
Glenn Zehner

Timothy Wendling, CEO/Principal, ex officio

CASA Administration

Timothy Wendling  
CEO and Principal

Sue Hill 
Assistant to the Principal

Rose Colon 
Administrative Assistant

Lynda Hess-Moore  
Administrative Assistant

Christine Baker 
School Counselor

Barbara Bradigan 
School Nurse

CASA Faculty

Stefanie Adlon, French 
Chelsea Audet, English 
Rosemary Battista, Dance
T. J. Boyer, Music
Jessica Christ, Mathematics
Diana Cole, Science 
Kimberly Dickerson, Mathematics
Renata Kagle, Visual Art
Erica Leonard, Social Studies 
Kenna Ryder, English
Julie Segarra, Special Education
Caleb Smith, Film & Video
Ann Stewart, Creative Writing Guest Artist
Lisa Weitzman, Theatre



Donations to support CASA Charter 
School may be made to Capital Region 
Arts and Education (CRAE) and sent to 
the address listed below. Capital Region 
Arts and Education (CRAE) is a non-profit 
entity created to provide consistent 
funding through philanthropy to the 
school. Your gift is tax deductible to the 
extent allowed by law and will help our 
students realize their full potential during 
the academic year.

 

Capital Region Arts & Education
The Foundation for  
Enhancing Communities
200 North Third Street, Eighth Floor
Post Office Box 678
Harrisburg, PA 17108

CASA Charter School
150 Strawberry Square
Harrisburg, PA 17101
717.732.8450
www.casa-arts.org


